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Mourning Flag, Flower Plaque, and Sanbanciao:
Japanese Funeral Rites and the Afterworld during
Japanese Colonial Period

Tan Kak-hun *
Abstract

We all have to go through birth, aging, sickness, and death. For
nearly three years, the COVID-19 epidemic in the world is considered
the biggest crisis, which has brought huge impacts on public health
and the funeral ceremony. If the wedding is a gorgeous stage of life,
the funeral ceremony can be regarded as the final show of personal
social networks and status. During Japanese colonial period, Taiwan
Governor-General Office transformed the methods for the disposal
of human corpses from burial to cremation. In addition to the reasons
for environmental sanitation and epidemic prevention diseases, the
Japanese cultural concept of afterworld have been different from
Taiwanese. Japanese in Taiwan faced issues concerning aging and
death at some stage. How did they practice their funeral ceremony?
Through the survey of periodicals and newspapers, this article
examines the Japanese funeral rites and the concept of the afterworld.
In conclusion, most of Japanese in Taiwan tended to cremation
compared to burial. First, their bone ashes could be brought back to

family grave in Japan. Second, due to the cultural impurity of death,

*  PhD, Anthropology, National Taiwan University.
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corpses were usually cremated in crematorium. Furthermore, the
funeral ceremony was also accompanied by the evolution of social
culture, with shifts from traditional funeral procession to memorial,
from funeral service to the emergence of large funeral industry,
showing the cultural changes of the funeral ceremonial concept during

Japanese colonial period.

Keywords : Sanbanciao, Funeral Ceremony, The Afterworld,

Cremation, The Impurity Of Death
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