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From Vegetarian Halls to Buddhist Monasteries:
Some Examples in Chia-yi County

Lin Mei-Rong *
Abstract

Vegetarian Halls are everywhere in Taiwan, but many of them
have become Buddhist monasteries. Seven of such cases in Chia-yi
County are investigated in this paper. The earlier investigation was
done between 1997 and 2000 in a project which had conducted for
all vegetarian halls in Taiwan. There were about 20 vegetarian halls
known in Chia-yi county. These seven cases are selected not only
because they have become Buddhist monasteries but also the original
data accumulated earlier i1s adequate and the research materials after
2000 could catch up the current situations.

Two major contents are investigated in this paper. First, the
detailed record of these seven vegetarian halls, including the history,
the organization, and the activities. The other issue investigated for
these seven cases is about how the process of becoming Buddhist
monasteries, including the starting point, the influential figures, the
critical turning point, the related monks and nuns as well as their sect
affiliation, and the time length for the completion of such process. Of
course, the meaning of such process is not only the named changed,

the architecture changed, but also the ritual activities changed, the

*  Adjunct Research Fellow ,Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica.
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owners or the managers changed. How can we remember all such
vegetarian halls which represent the major domain of traditional
Taiwan Buddhism? May this paper has helped us in comprehension

of the complicated history of Taiwan Buddhism.

Keywords * Vegetarian Hall, Vegetarian Cult, Manastrification,
Buddhist History, Chia-yi
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