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The Study of Lin Chang Chun: Chinese Medicine
Practitioner of Cyuan Chang Tang in Daxi, Taoyuan

Chen, Chih-Hao *
Abstract

The Japanese colonial government controlled the medical system
of Taiwan after ruling the island. They then stopped issuing licenses
to Chinese medicine practitioners in 1901, which greatly influenced
the medical education and practice of Chinese medicine in Taiwan.
This paper focuses on the development of Chinese medicine and its
business operation during the Japanese colonial period, analyzing the
case of Lin Chang chun ( #£{£% ), a Chinese medicine practitioner
who was the previous proprietor of the famous pharmacy Cyuan
Chang Tang ( % £ ) in Daxi, Taoyuan.

Under the policy of not issuing the licenses of Chinese medicine
practitioners conducted by the colonial government, Lin obtained the
qualification of “foreign pharmaceutical drug providers”( ;EZE&&EfEH
75 ) and expanded the existing Chinese medicine shop into “Chinese
pharmacy” ( "F /&%) ) to maintain his business. Lin further went to
Shanghai, Tokyo and studied at the Medical College of Shanghai to
absorb medical knowledge (such as pediatrics, gynecology, physical
medicine and rehabilitation, etc.) through the training of modern

medical education. Based on the medical knowledge cultivated in both

*  Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, National Taiwan Normal University.
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Chinese and Japanese ways, Lin was deeply influenced by modern
medical education system; besides, following the concept of family
medicine, he published books in Taiwan for the diffusion of medical
knowledge.

When Lin operated a pharmacy and provided medical care
in Daxi, he also played an essential role as a local leader. Actively
participating in public affairs, he maintained contacts with residents
as the foundation of his medical business. During this period, Lin
examined the contents of the divine medical prescription ( &% )
and presented different opinions in his book. This also shows that his
medical discourse was closely connected with local medical traditions.
To conclude, Lin’s case may indicate how the diffusion of Chinese
medical knowledge and the business operation of Chinese medicine
was associated with social participation during the Japanese colonial

period in Taiwan.
Keywords : Daxi, Cyuan Chang Tang, Family Medicine, Chinese

Medical Business, Cultivation of Chinese Medicine

Practitioner, Local Knowledge
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