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The Development of Overseas Research on Taiwan
History After World War 11 © Centered on Mr.
Wang Shih-ching's Network

Ho I-lin *
Abstract

In July 1971, Wang Shih-ching went to Stanford University
conducted year-long research as a visiting researcher. This event not
only broadened his horizons in the study of Taiwan history, but also
raised the interest on Taiwan studies in the American academic circle.
On the other hand, through his network of relatives and friends, he
passed on the knowledge of Taiwan history in local Taiwanese circle,
many responded positively and eagerly to learn more. The cooperative
relationship between Wang Shi-ching and Arthur P. Wolf, and their
contribution to promote American anthropologists to come to Taiwan for
research, has been widely known. However, his friendship with Huang
Chieh-shan, Shir Ching-cheng and other members of the Taiwanese
Alliance for Interculture in the San Francisco Bay Area got unnoticed
from the outside world. Hence, the story of how those members of the
Association raising funds privately to publish Su Bing's " Taiwan’s 400
Year History" have not been told and their efforts and contributions also
have never been recognized.

In my opinion, Wang Shih-ching’s cross-border movement to

% Professor, Graduate School of Taiwanese Culture, National Taipei University of Education.

33



X% LB nenss

the United States for research is like hitting the “cue ball” on a pool
table created several effects such as promoting foreign scholars to come
to Taiwan for investigation and research Taiwan history, increasing
overseas research on Taiwan history, and indirectly strengthening
many overseas Taiwanese historical consciousness. After the 1970s,
he actively cooperated with foreign research institutions, devoted
himself to the excavation and research of Taiwan historical articles and
materials, and laid the foundation for the study of Taiwan history, which
had far-reaching influence. Certainly, we not only want to recognize
his achievements in the study of Taiwan history, but also his spirit of
overcoming various obstacles and devoting himself to academic work
is more worthy of emulation for the future generations. After examining
his domestic and foreign networks, we can find that he also had a
great influence on the overseas expansion of Taiwan history research.
After clarifying the whole ins and outs, we discovered his additional
unexpected contributions. Wang Shih-ching deserves our further

affirmation.

Keywords : Wang Shih-ching, Huang Chieh-shan, Shir Ching-
cheng, Taiwanese Alliance for Interculture, Historical
Consciousness
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