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The Aboriginal Office of the Government-General
of Taiwan and the Association for the Study of
Indigenous Affairs in the early Japanese Colonial
Taiwan

Wei-chi Chen *
Abstract

In April 1898, when the Association for the Study of Indigenous
Affairs was established, it came just few weeks before the abolition of
the Aboriginal Office, the competent agency for Indigenous affairs in the
Government-General of Taiwan. The Aboriginal Office was established
in April 1896 for the purpose of pacifying the mountainous areas and
placating the indigenous people, and during the first two years of its
administration, it had trained a group of people who had been getting
gradually familiar with the indigenous peoples and their mountainous
lands. The Aboriginal Office was once a temporary institute for the
Japanese colonizer to figure out how to govern Taiwan's mountainous
areas and indigenous people. Through the Aboriginal Office ‘s agencies
and personnel in various areas and various research projects they
commenced, the colonial government gradually came to understand the
conditions of the mountainous areas and indigenous peoples in Taiwan.
Many of the former members and associates in the Aboriginal Office
and in the local agencies subsequently enrolled in the Association for
the Study of Indigenous Affairs. The experiences of managing the

*  Assistant Research Fellow ,Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica.
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indigenous peoples and lands and reports of the investigation projects
the Aboriginal Office and the succeeded institutes carried out were
published by the Association for the Study of Indigenous Aftairs.

Keywords : The Aboriginal Office of the Government-General of
Taiwan, The Association for the Study of Indigenous
Affairs, Administration of the Indigenous Affairs, The
Indigenous Lands, Taiwan Yuanchu Min/the Taiwanese
Indigenous People
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