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The Establishment and Operation of Landlord-
Tenant Cooperative Association in Taiwan During
the Japanese Colonial Period (1908-1938): An
Examination Centered on Agricultural Officials'
Discourse

Lin Wen-Kai *
Abstract

This paper primarily relies on official publications such as
'"Taiwan Agricultural Journal,' 'Taiwan Grain Exporters Association
Monthly Bulletin," and other agricultural policy publications, as well as
official publications from the Governor-General's Office Agricultural
Bureau to discuss the discourse on tenancy policies by various periods
of colonial bureaucrats. These sources illustrate the development and
implementation of the ‘Landlord-Tenant Cooperative Association’
(hereinafter referred to as LTCA) policy. Firstly, it examines the
preliminary discussions and investigations on tenancy relations in
Taiwan by bureaucrats like Minoru Togo between 1908 and 1922. It
analyzes how external factors such as Japan's worsening rice shortage,
tenancy disputes, and peasant movements in mainland Japan stimulated
proactive promotion of the LTCA policy by Japanese agricultural
bureaucrats in colonial Taiwan. Secondly, it explores the promotion of
the LTCA policy by Governor-General's Office since 1922 and their
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relation to the intense peasant movements in Taiwan during the mid-
1920s. Lastly, apart from addressing gaps in existing research on the
LTCA policy, this paper uses the discourse and implementation of the
LTCA policy as an example to demonstrate the close interconnection

between Taiwan's agricultural policy and Japan's agricultural policy.

Keywords : Agricultural policies, Contradictory Relationship
Between Rice and Sugar, Peasant Movement, Landlord-
Tenant Cooperative Association
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