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Media and Spies - Centering on Peoples Daily
(1947-1951) Founded by Lin Ting-Li

Su-ying Ou
Abstract

Media in Taiwan welcomed the new era in the case of a hundred
schools of thought in early post-war Taiwan. Many intellectuals
enlightened people and spoke out for the public by founding
newspapers. However, they were purged and their newspapers
were prohibited after the 228 Incident because of their criticism of
Taiwan Provincial Executive Office and faithful reports on the social
circumstances. Later, control of free speech became more severe, with
the Mainlanders and “ban-shan” ( *f:L[1 ) dominating the media and public
opinion. The Taiwan station chief of Bureau of Security ( fr% /5 ) , “ban-
shan” Lin Ting-Li, founded Peoples Daily on 1947/7/7 with other ban-
shan members. Yu Mi-Jeng (7% ) , Hsieh Tung-Min( #38[] ), Liu
Chi-Kuang ( ZIEZ>% ) , Liu, Chuan-Neng ( 2[{#4E ) , and transformed
into a media worker. However, according to Service Registration book
of Bureau of Security(36-39) ( { fR&/GIRIGEIHEEHE (36-39) ) )
, Lin Ting-Li was still the Taiwan station chief of Bureau of Security ( {x
% J5 ) when running the newspaper and being in charge of intelligence
collection.

Peoples Daily was quite Popular sdue to its coverage on local and

*  Director, Department of compilation and research , Academia Historica.
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public affairs, with local news reports being more plenty than all the
other newspapers. Based on Peoples Daily, Lin Ting-Li set branches
and offices everywhere, accumulated political prestige and appeared
in politics. Directors of branches such as Hsu Chung-Te ( #5212 ), Li
Liang-Pin ( ZE# ) and reporters Chen, Kai ( %15 ) , Huang, Chung-
Fu ( ={HH ), disguised as directors of branches and reporters, were also
spies and engaged in intelligence services. Many of them developed
social connections and became representatives in politics with growing
prestige, status and influence, and that was how spies worked their way
from intelligence agents into public figures.

Basically, reports in Peoples Daily surrounded government
policies like other newspapers, but some of them criticized important
social and political events and reflected Lin Ting-Li’s ideas. Hence,
foregrounding the topic of media and spies, this program tries to center
on Peoples Daily founded by Lin Ting-Li to investigate the process
in which the spies turned into media workers, the backgrounds of
its members, the management and reports of the newspaper, and to
understand its reactions to politics, economics and social cultures around
the period when the central government moved to Taiwan by analyzing
editorials. This may contribute to a more complete comprehension of

the relations and meaning between media and spies

Keywords : Media, Spies, Lin Ting-Li, Peoples Daily, Reporters
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