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Utilizing the Historical Materials of Local
Chronicles: An Example of Compiling the Chapters
"Historical Development' and “Social Affairs” of
ongoing Revision of Nantou City Chronicle

Chiu Cheng-Lueh *
Abstract

The Nantou City Chronicle has existed over 20 years since
its publication in 2002. In 2021, the National Chi Nan University
undertook the compilation project of the ongoing Revision of Nantou
City Chronicle, commissioned by the Nantou City Government. The
author had the privilege of contributing to two chapters: "Historical
Development" and "Social Affairs.” The aim was not only to continue
the work of the previous Nantou City Chronicle but also to address
gaps present in the earlier edition. The structure of this revision
differed significantly from the previous edition. The chapter "Historical
Development," absent in the previous edition, was compiled with a
focus on avoiding unnecessary repetition of the content covered in the
previous edition. It focused on significant historical events, evolution
of administrative districts, and characteristics of local neighborhoods.
Concerning the chapter "Social Affairs,” it shared a similar title with
that of the previous edition but differed greatly in terms of content.

This adjustment was made to align with the structure of the other 11

*  Associate Professor, Department of History, National Chi Nan University, National Changhua University of Education,
and Secretary-General of Taiwan Paleography Institute.
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chapters of ongoing Revision of Nantou City Chronicle. This revision
not only altered the chapter structure but also employed historical
materials in a different manner. The chapter "Historical Development"
was compiled with extensive reference to ancient documents and the
relevant files from the Compilation of Documents from the office of the
Taiwan Governor-General. The chapter "Social Affairs" was compiled
based on the work reports regarding social aids and welfare services,
which were documented in the minutes of civic representative meetings.
Furthermore, by referencing the data from the social affairs department
of the Nantou County Government, this chapter categorized and listed
people's organizations in Nantou City. Both chapters extensively utilized
field interview data to present the features and attractions of various
neighborhoods, as well as an overview of the operations of community
development associations over time.

Having participated in various local chronicle compilation
projects and shared experiences in this field, the author offered personal
perspectives on the historical materials used in the revision process
and also on the past compilation experiences. This article aims to share
some insight into the compilation process and to exchange the author's
experiences with fellow researchers interested in compiling local

chronicles.

Keywords - Local Chronicle, Nantou, Ancient Documents, Former
Place Names, Compilation of Documents from the office
of the Taiwan Governor-General
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