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The Forms and Transformation of Luan Bi Used
at Luan Tangs in Taiwan: A Study Centered on Ru
Zong Shen Jiao

Chih-yu Wang *
Abstract

Luan Bi, a wooden pen in the shape of a Phenix, is an important
ritual object used in Fu Luan, a spirit writing ceremony taking place at
Luan Tangs (i.e., Phenix shrines). This article explores how Luan Bi has
been used and transformed since the Japanese colonial period via the
examination of the development of the folk sect-- Ru Zong Shen Jiao,
one with the blend of Confucianism and Taoism. During the Japanese
colonial period, Mingji Yang was inspired to record the doctrines of
Ru Zong Shen Jiao through a specific Fu Luan. Later he took on the
responsibility of propagating Confucianism and Taoism, promoting the
practice of "Fu Luan" extensively. This appealed to many people who
later identified themselves with this religious belief. However, Yang's
involvement in "Fu Luan" and writing decreased after the publication of
"Liuhe Gui Yuan" in 1956. In 1958, after returning from Ershui to Taipei,
Yang limited his activities to the reprinting of the Luanism-related
books. His voice gradually waned in the community of Luan Tangs.
After World War II , changes of Luan Tangs were witnessed. Some new

shrines emerged while some shrines were transformed from Gi Tang

*  Professor, Master’s Program of Culture and Social Innovation, Feng Chia University.
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(i.e., old shrines presided over by mediums with martial arts practices).
Moreover, Luan Bi was no longer limited to the pens made of peach
branches and willow. Instead, the pens were accompanied by gourd pens
or pens in the shape of Budda’s hands. This development was related to
the social and cultural changes faced by the post-war Luan Tangs. When
the pressure to preserve Han culture against the rule of foreign countries
diminished, the demand for Luan Tangs declined. Accordingly, the
Confucianism or Taoism's orthodox meanings represented by Luan Bi
were not vigorously advocated as before. Given the diverse origins of
folk beliefs and sources of Fu Ji (spirit writing), the forms of Luan Bi in

post-war Luan Tangs have become more diverse.

Keywords * Luan Tang (Phoenix shrines), Fu Ji (spirit writing), Luan
Bi (a wooden pen in the shape of a Phoenix), Ru Zong
Shen Jiao (a folk sect with the blend of Confucianism and
Taoism), Folk Sects
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