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From Chinese Religions of Fasting to Humanistic
Buddhism by Master Yin-Shun — Taking the
Development of Lingshan Temple in Nantou as an
Example

Chiu, Min-Chieh *
Abstract

The history of Buddhism in Taiwan is characterized by the
development of Chinese religions of fasting, Japanese Buddhism, and
Eastern Buddhism to Humanistic Buddhism advocated by Master Yin-
sun. Grown from the Hakka Hsu family at Hsinpu, Hinschu County,
Master De-miao and Master Chih-chung are two significant Buddhists.
They established and managed Lingshan Temple in Nantou which
originated from Chinese religions of fasting during the period of
Japanese rule, and then followed Soto Zen Buddhism in Japan as well
as Eastern Buddhism. It is currently a site for Humanistic Buddhism.
Lingshan Temple was originally a simple vegetarian restaurant built in
1936 and it was devotedly reconstructed by Master De-miao in 1958.
He carefully organized the Main Hall and designed the couplet on the
pillars, making it a famous and distinctive site of Buddhism. In 1987,
Master Chih-chung, the nephew of Master De-miao, inherited the abbot
of Lingshan Temple. Deeply inspired by Master Yin-shu’s Humanistic

*  Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature; Dean, College of humanities, National University of
Tainan.
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Buddhism, Master Chih-chung founded the Beiguang Cultural and
Educational Foundation based on the original concept of Buddhism.
He held various study camps and also established the Chengguan
School. Additionally, he organized meditation camps, established the
JhengGuang Magazine which published articles on Satyabhisamaya:
A Buddhist Studies Quarterly, and the Demiao Buddhist Information
Center to advocate for Buddhism and benefit human life. These
actions transformed the temple from traditional Buddhism to modern
Humanistic Buddhism. The development of Lingshan Temple is one
example which helps people understand how Buddhism in Taiwan
evolved from Chinese religions of fasting to Humanistic Buddhism

through changes in time.

Keywords * Chinese Religions of Fasting, Master Yin-shun, Lingshan
Temple, Master De-miao, Master Chih-chung
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