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Reconsideration of City God Belief since Ming and
Qing Dynasties : Taking the Kinmen area as an
example

Kueiwen Hsieh*

Abstract

In the early Ming Dynasty, Kinmen established the Thousand
Household Office and the Tianpu Inspection Department, each of
which had a City God Temple in the city; in the Qing Dynasty, with the
cooperation of the government and the people, the City God Temple was
built in Houpu, where the government office is located, and lively City
God tours were held every year, becoming the faith center and religious
celebration of the whole island. In addition to discussing the historical
development and belief evolution of these three City God Temples,
this paper also rethinks the City God belief since the Ming and Qing
Dynasties, pointing out that in addition to the local levels stipulated by
the worship system, there are also City God Temples under the military
system and those below the county level; although City God Temples
is divided into official worship and folk worship, the two often blend
or transform; the origin of City God Temples in villages and towns

has regional characteristics, and the development of its beliefs also

*  Professor, Department of Culture and Creative Industries, National Kaohsiung University of Science and Technology.
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has localized phenomena; City God Temple is often used as a political
resource, and local elites and officials attach great importance to it;
hierarchy is the basic attribute of the City God, and it has not changed so

far.

Keywords * Kinmen, City God Belief, the Gods of the Territory, City
God Tour Festival, Hierarchy.
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