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Reshaping the Inheritance of the Japanese Period's
Leader of the Parade (Zhentou "2 ) : An
Exploration of the Historical Folklore Development of
Lion Dancing and Leader of the Parade

Cheng-Wei Lin *
Abstract

In the past, during festive events for honoring deities in
processions, the lively atmosphere was accompanied by the performance
of lion dances. Lion dancing, or "lang-sai" in Taiwanese, involves one
person holding the lion head at the front, and another draped in colorful
fabric as the rear, moving energetically to the beats of drums and gongs.
The performance mimics the majestic movements of a lion, at times
resembling a cat rolling over, licking its paws, and scratching its ears,
displaying the nature of an animal. Lion dancing did not originate in
Taiwan nor was it exclusive to China. From lion worship to imitation
and lion performances, the lion became a culturally representative
tradition in folk culture. The introduction of lion dancing is speculated to
have occurred during the Qing Dynasty. Today, the robust appearance of
lion dancing reflects the historical background of martial arts practiced
by the local communities during the Qing Dynasty. As lion dancing
continued to be passed down until the late 19th century, it faced half a

*  Distinguished Professor , Graduate Institute of Architecture and Cultural Heritage, and Dean of Culture Resoure
School, Taipei National University of the arts.
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century of foreign rule. This culturally significant art, exuding a strong
Chinese flavor, managed to persist during this period, and existing
studies often interpret the oppression of lion processions under colonial
rule. Moreover, there are also claims that lion dances by the Taiwanese
during the Japanese period struggled to develop openly, leading to
the practice being kept secret. Through pre-war historical records and
folklore documentation, this paper revisits the development trajectory
of lion dancing during the Japanese period, scrutinizing its traditional
societal inheritance to shed light on this folk culture, which is slightly

explored.

Keywords : Lion Dancing, the Leader of the Parade(Zhentou
28 ), Japanese period, Folkfore(Minkan Denshd), Folk
entertainment
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