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An Inter-temporal Comparison of Cultural Assets
Preservation Horizons in Taiwan Focus on Yasuhito
Sugiyama and Heng-tao Lin

Hsiang-yu Huang *
Abstract

This paper explores the academic research and comparison of
the horizons of the cultural surveys conducted by Yasuhito Sugiyama
and Heng-Tao Lin in the 1915-1916 and 1950s-1970s respectively
in Taiwan. In the process of exploration, it is not difficult to find
differences in the nature of the two, that is, each has its own emphasis,
strengths, and weaknesses.

Among the object groups Sugiyama examined, most of them
are cross-border, with strong cultural characteristics such as "historical
monuments", "ancient monuments" (architectural structures), "folklore",
and "cultural landscapes", as well as "natural landscapes" as defined by
the current cultural assets law, with a strong modern character. On the
contrary, Heng-Tao Lin's historical research is entirely Han Chinese
in nature, and also from a Han Chinese perspective, focusing on Han
Chinese reclamation activities in Taiwan and the formation of related
folklore, and emphasizing that the history of Han Chinese reclamation
1s important evidence of the historical connection between China and

Taiwan, while over-emphasizing the status of the Han Chinese, it also

*  Researcher, Academia Historica.
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seems to reject the possibility of preserving the cultural heritage of other
ethnic groups, which is slightly insufficient.

Finally, under the international trend of cultural preservation
movements in the 20th century, the results of these two investigations
have led to a very different historical destiny for the future
implementation of a legal system for the preservation of cultural assets

in Taiwan.

Keywords : Cultural Assets, Yasuhito Sugiyama, Taiwan Historical
Monuments, Heng-tao Lin, Taiwan Historical Monuments
Collection
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