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Early Japanese Colonial Period Taiwan Petroleum
Imports: A Study Prior to the Russo-Japanese War

ZHU-SHUHAN *
Abstract

After the opening of ports for trade, Taiwan began importing large
quantities of petroleum. With Taiwan entering the period of Japanese
rule, petroleum produced in Japan also entered Taiwan. It competed
with Western trading firms and compradors dominating the imports of
Russian and American petroleum, but struggled to open up its market.
Among these, American petroleum was the largest, followed by Russian
and Dutch petroleum.

To safeguard Japan's market share of petroleum in Taiwan and
achieve the goal of driving out foreign capital, petroleum tariffs were
increased in 1901. In 1904, due to the outbreak of the Russo-Japanese
War, an petroleum consumption tax was introduced to increase fiscal
revenue. This was aimed at combating foreign petroleum and increasing
tax revenue, allowing Japanese petroleum prices to be lower than
foreign petroleum and thus expanding their market share in Taiwan.

Therefore, this study utilizes archives, customs data, newspaper
records, etc., to examine the situation of foreign petroleum imports

into Taiwan during the Japanese colonial period, and to understand the

*  PhD Student, Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, National Cheng-Chi University.
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ompetition between Japanese and foreign petroleum in the Taiwanese

arket in order to safeguard its own extraction needs.

eywords - Petroleum Imports, Tariffs, Russo-Japanese War, Petroleum
Market, Consumption Tax
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