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Social Era and Religious Changes:
Inheritance of Shamanic Culture of Hengchun
Amis

Chien Ming-Chieh *

Abstract

From the family history, this article observes the influence of
various social eras on religious culture from the tribal period, eriod of
local society to the present.

During the tribal period, the shaman culture of the Amis in
Hengchun had interacted with the culture of the Paiwan people.From the
Japanese period to the Republic of China period, the local administrative
districts led to the transformation of the beliefs of the aboriginal peoples.
The Amis people originally believed in stars,and beginto appear the flags
that symbolize the power of the gods. shaman culture and Taoist folk
belief mages perform rituals at the same time.Contemporary Hengchun
Amis move between the city and the countryside,wizard members have
the characteristics of community, has the developmental orientation of
shamanism and Taoism,and Make flexible use of wizards and Taoist
culture in rituals.

This article presents the innovation and correspondence between
shaman generations and eras from the perspective of inheritance from

generation to generation. In addition to the influence of national power

*  PH D. Department of Taiwan Culture, Languages ,and Literature, National Taiwan Normal University.
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in each social era, it also interprets the interaction process and cultural
acquisition of the Aboriginal and Han ethnic group from the perspective
of local society. Borrow; Driven by economic development, the
contemporary Amis people move between cities and native tribes, and

the shaman culture is revitalized.

Keywords : Amis, Religious Changes, National Power, Local Society,
Family History
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