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The impact of external environmental changes on
the disintegration of the narrative subject of Truke
folklore

Wang, Jem-Hung *
Abstract

The Aborigines of Taiwan have rich cultural traditions that have
been transmitted orally from generation to generation. However, the
transmission of cultural heritage has been hindered by various factors,
including the assimilation policies of Japan and the ROC government,
the criticism and denial of traditional beliefs by Christianity, and the
urban-rural gap caused by the transformation of economic activities,
which led to the outflow of young people. Due to the different
social structures, worldviews, and national differences of different
ethnic groups, the spread and inheritance of folklore have different
developmental conditions. Taking the Truke tribe as an example, our
field investigations revealed an obvious phenomenon of a break in the
inheritance of folklore among members of the tribe born after World
War II, compared to those who inherited the tradition during Japanese
colonialism. We found that not only the society's environment but also
migration affected their culture. Since their migration from Nantou to

Hualien, Truke people have continuously adjusted and reinterpreted
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eir own culture to adapt to environmental changes for the survival of

heir ethnic group.

eywords - Truke, Folklore, Environment of Inheritance, Disruption
of Inheritance
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