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Iriomote Island Coal Mines and Taiwanese Miner
Migration in the Age of Modern Energy Demand

Cheng-hao Tsai *
Abstract

The late 19th century saw Taiwan and Iriomote Island emerge
as key centers for large-scale coal extraction, driven by the growing
demand for coal in modern industry, transportation, and military
applications. Initially separate, these regions began to intertwine due
to rising energy needs and the strategic allocation of resources within
the Japanese Empire's newly acquired territories. Their shared national
jurisdiction facilitated the unrestricted movement of coal and miners
between the two areas.

“Yaeyama Coal” from Iriomote Island was shipped through
Keelung Port to supply southern Taiwan, particularly when local coal
distribution faced challenges. To address labor shortages on Iriomote,
miners were recruited predominantly from northern Taiwan. This influx
led to the establishment of Taiwanese-operated mines, notably by Hsieh
Ching, who primarily employed fellow Taiwanese workers.

However, the harsh mining conditions and severe management
practices resulted in unstable labor flows and various social issues,
raising concerns from both the colonial government and the Taiwan

People’s Party. The exchange relationship between Taiwan and Iriomote

*  Associate Researcher, Department of Painting, Calligraphy, Rare Books and Historical Documents, NPM.
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ventually declined and ceased due to instability during World War II

d the post-war separation of Taiwan and Japan.

eywords : Iriomote Coal Mines, Yaeyama Coal, Green Prison,
Contract Miners, Hsieh Ching
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