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A Study on the Chen Cheng-Chuan Case at the
Green Island New Life Correction Center

Hsieh,Ying-Chung *
Abstract

New Life Correction Center is located in Green Island Township,
Taitung County. In mid-February 1953, The First Battalion of New
Student, Chi Wei-Cheng, initiated "One Person One Act, Conscience for
Country" Movement, demanding that political prisoners have slogans
such as "opposing Communism and fighting Soviet Russia" tattooed on
their bodies for propaganda purposes. The Center used this opportunity
to assess the results of thought reform, but the response from the new
lifers was tepid, and the activity ultimately failed, with the blame placed
on deliberate sabotage by new students from the Fourth Squadron.
Consequently, a crackdown was launched on the new lifers, and in July
1953, Chen Hua and others from the Fourth Squadron were transferred
to The Security Section for prosecution, an event known as the "New
Life Correction Center Rebellion Case" in academic circles.

Just before Chen Hua and others were transferred for prosecution,
the Center launched a sudden inspection of the Eleventh Squadron
under the pretext of eliminating residual forces, where they discovered
propaganda materials promoting the success of land reform in mainland

China and reactionary letters. After secret interrogations, it was

*  Associate Researcher Green Island White Terror Memorial Park.
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determined that the captured, Li, Yi-Fei, from the Eleventh Squadron
and the rebel, Chen Cheng-Chuan, from the Sixth Squadron were
plotting to organize an illegal group called the "Green Island Self-
Redemption Committee", with Chen Cheng-Chuan as the leader.
Subsequently, in December 1953, Chen Cheng-Chuan and others were
brought back to Taiwan for prosecution, known as the "CHEN CHENG-
CHUAN Case" in this document.

When Chen Cheng-Chuan, Chang Kun-Hsiu, Lin Mao-Sung,
Chen Teng-Lung, Li Shou-Kuan, Yeh Chin-Chu, Chen Chin-Tsai and
the others were interrogated by the Security Section and Martial Law
Section, they each submitted confessions and reports detailing the torture
they endured at New Life Correction Center, providing clear evidence.
In the end, Martial Law Section ruled that Chen Cheng-Chuan and
others had provided "coerced false confessions" at New Life Correction
Center, lacking concrete evidence, and therefore, they were acquitted.
Thus, this case truly was a fabricated one. Through archival materials
provided by National Archives Administration, this document explores
the reasons and processes behind the construction of fabricated cases by
New Life Correction Center, revealing the little-known terrifying aspect

of thought reform at New Life Correction Center.

Keywords : New Life Correction Center, Chen Cheng-Chuan, the
Security Section, Martial Law Section, political prisoners
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