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Analysis of the age of the brick title deed from
Sheng Di temple of Pingtung

Lee, Chien-wei *
Abstract

In "Sheng Di B2 # " temple of Pingtung which was built dated back
to the 45th year under Emperor Qianlong's rule (1780), there is a brick
title deed found originally buried under the throne of "Djuni #F#& ".
According to the text written thereupon, in addition to the information
mentioning "in February of the year tianyun gengwu KZEEEF ", other
facts about the location and the land purchase etc., were recorded such
as "fujian sheng (Fujian province) taiwan fu (Taiwan Prefecture)
fengshan xian (Fengshan County) xia danshui gang (Tamsui wharf)
xili a gou jie fREEE ZEFFEMLRR NR/KAEPE H 44 " and "the
ground purchased from the king Wuyi ( {58 )". This category of brick
artifacts was known as "brick title deed" or "land purchase voucher"
which were popular in mainland China during the time from the Han
dynasty through the Qing dynasty. The brick title deed was used as a
reporting document to the land spirits for the purpose of proving earthly
property ownership of the land. Most brick title deeds found in Taiwan
were mainly used for the purpose of the seating ceremonies usually
performed in ancestral halls or temples. Such bricks were once very

popular in outlying islands such as Kinmen and Penghu as well as in

*  Distinguished Professor & Director, Master's Degree Program in Cultural and Social Innovation, Feng Chia University.
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southern Taiwan in the name of “land purchase vouchers” used for the
ritual seating ceremonies.

To determine the age of the brick artifact, first of all, by judging
from the appearance, this brick from “Sheng Di E2 77 > temple of
Pingtung, was like the so-called "chi er zhuan <! —f& " which flat type
was often seen in architectures built during the period from the Qing
dynasty through the Japanese rule. Secondly, in the brick title deed it
was recorded "fujian sheng taiwan fu fengshan xian xia danshui gang
xili a gou jie tEEEE = ENTEILLER N3P H 4% E " which was
an ancient place name referring to Pingtung city. Historically, it was
during the Japanese rule when that place name was changed to "a gou
ting [F[4EEE " but in fact, earlier in the Qing dynasty, the place names,
"a hou [o[ % " or "a gou [H[ 4% ", already were very commonly used;
somehow most used the former. Finally, the currency unit as mentioned
in the brick title deed "Dajin 124 Ding K5 H .+ VUEE " was the
"Ding" however that wasn't the currency in use under the Japanese rule,
"yen ( [E] or [ )"; it actually refers to the money circulated in the Qing
dynasty. Besides, according to a newspaper "taiwan ririxin bao =& H
H 3 " dated October 1929 (which was the 4th year of Showa) it was
reported that a temple of "wumiao FJEF " in "Pingtung FE5 " street was
restored and on the 15th October of the same year, the main hall held the
seating ceremony. In other words, the Chinese calendar year "gengwu
BE4- " contained in text of the brick title deed shall exclude the year of
1930 (under the Japanese rule), because the seating ceremony was held

in a year earlier, meaning in 1929, according to the newspaper. In such
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a case, it can be assumed that the year "gengwu F& 4~ " probably shall
be referred to 60 years earlier, meaning in 1870 or even 60 years further
earlier dated back to 1810, respectively under the 15th year of Emperor
Jiaqing’s rule and the 9th year of Emperor Tongzi’s rule during the Qing
dynasty.

So far as known in the island of Taiwan, this brick title deed was
confirmed from the Qing dynasty among other existing ones that were
handed down from generation to generation. Besides, this brick is
also an important piece of evidence for studying how the folk practice
of sales and purchase as well as ownership of rights was reflected in

religious beliefs in the early stage of Taiwan.

Keywords : Sheng Di Temple in Pingtung, Brick Title Deed, Land
Purchase Voucher, Xia Dan Shui Gang, A Gou Jie

59



@ ’\&\ 75 A% AM

60



