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A Study on Qishan Banana Logistics network
during the Japanese Rule Period

Lee Wen-Huan*, Chen Shin-Yi **
Abstract

Qishan is known as the Banana City. In the 1930s-1970s, Cishan
developed a high-density banana planting industry, which symbolized
Taiwan's reputation as a banana kingdom. Most studies on Qishan
banana emphasize its contribution to "production". However, the
reason why commodities can be sold across regions is not only to
have excellent production capacity, but also to have a consumer
market and logistics network, so as to achieve the economic benefits
of commodities. So, this paper focuses on the logistics network and
attempts to explore the historical and cultural phenomenon of banana
logistics. In this article, the following aspects are discussed.

The first is the formation and shaping of the banana consumer
market. As everyone knows, after the Japanese era, the main export
market for Taiwan's bananas was Japan. Since the Meiji Restoration,
Western food culture has become popular in Japan, and bananas have
become one of the classic Western foods, and the Japanese have flocked
to them, creating a consumer market for Taiwanese bananas. The second
is to explore the transportation network dominated by the Qiwei line

of the sugar railway. How did Taiwanese bananas be assembled and

*  Professor, National Kaohsiung Normal University, Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, Culture and Languages.

%% Master Degree, National Kaohsiung Normal University, Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, Culture and Languages.
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transported from the production area to the port, and then across the
ocean to Japan? In addition, another aspect of "Banana Flow" is quality
classification, consolidation, packaging and printing, and how to achieve
contact with overseas markets, which involve product grading, quality
management and shopping mall contact. And, part of "Banana Flow"
involves the production and marketing system, and the upstream and

downstream industrial chains.

Keywords : Qishan, Banana ,Sugar Railway, Logistics
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