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BESESTEENEY RN TERISHHEETEER (1961-1977)

The Establishment of Post-War Kaohsiung
Industrial Harbor: From the Southern Industrial
Park to Linhai Industrial Park (1961-1977)

Wang Yu-Fong *
Abstract

Kaohsiung is often referred to as “the industrial city of Taiwan,”
and this is closely related to the industrial parks near Kaohsiung Harbor.
From Xishijia during Japanese rule to Kaohsiung Linhai Industrial
Park after World War II, this area has always been the powerhouse of
Taiwan’s industrial development. Kaohsiung Linhai industrial zone is
one of the largest industrial zones after WWIIL. However, why is there an
industrial development around Kaohsiung Harbor is closely related to
Taiwan’s post-war economic planning.

The creation of Linhai Industrial Area after the war was resulted
from the expansion of Kaohsiung Harbor. This essay points out that
Kaohsiung Harbor’s expansion is closely related to the planning by
the central government. The plan is to reclaim land in the harbor for
the processing of exported goods and for steel plants. Hence in 1958,
Kaohsiung Harbor Bureau launched a 12-year expansion plan. However,
poor infrastructure thwarted leasing, and during this period, the
government is promoting industrial parks, so the authorities overseeing

economic development coordinated to establish Southern Industrial Area

*  Associate Professor, Center for the Liberal Arts, National Kaohsiung University of Science and Technology.

197



% f% Aéﬁ 75 HF 4

in 1961 to develop the new land, pushing the

building of Taiwan’s first export processing zone.

The success of the phase one expansion led to the enlarged area in
phase two to

build the largest industrial zone at that time. Due to the scale, it was
taken over by

the newly founded Industrial Bureau under the Ministry of
Economic Affairs in 1970

and changed the name of the area to Kaohsiung Linhai Industrial
Park, which is a continuation of the Southern Industrial Area, with four
phases of development. China Steel Corporation and CSBS Corporation
was founded in phase four as part of the “Ten Major Construction
Projects.” The development of the entire area was completed in 1977.

Kaohsiung Linhai Industrial Area planned to integrate the city’s
existing steel, shipbuilding, and machinery industries by the founding
of CSC and CSBS plants. Although the subsequent development didn’t
go as planned, it remains the center of Taiwan’s steel and shipbuilding

industries, and has huge impact to the island’s industrial development.

Keywords : Kaohsiung Harbor, Southern Industrial Park, Linhai
Industrial Park, Export Processing Zone
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