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President Department Store ( Kt A £ ) and the
City: Exploring Its Impact on Kaohsiung
(1975-1995)

Chang Wei-Cheng *
Abstract

This paper examines the impact of President Department Store on
Kaohsiung during its two-decade presence, from 1975 to 1995. Opened
in 1975 under the visionary leadership of its founding chairman, Wu
Yao-Ting ( S2#EJiE ), President Department Store boasted unparalleled
service and facilities in Taiwan, becoming the largest and most popular
department store nationwide throughout the 1970s. Its attractive features
and the title of "Southeast Asia's Largest Department Store" attracted
countless tourists, establishing it as a must-see "tourist attraction" in
Kaohsiung. However, its dominance in Kaohsiung's retail industry
earned it the nickname "Southern Hegemon( £ &5 K )," effectively
hindering competition from entering the market. For Kaohsiung
residents, it served as a cultural hub and a leisure center, becoming
a cherished "childhood memory" for many and fostering a sense of
collective identity — the "President Generation." Moreover, due to its
positive image, President Department Store was widely regarded as a

symbolic "landmark" representing Kaohsiung. The influx of shoppers

*  Master degree, The Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, National Taiwan Normal University. Director, Chi-Wa-Tong
Culture Studio.
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drawn to the store transformed the Yuheng Vil( Ef#E ) and Zhencheng
Vil( #izfH ) neighborhoods of XinxingDistrict( T ) into bustling
commercial areas, forming the renowned " President Commercial
District." Some even viewed the department store as a "symbol of
prosperity," believing it brought economic opportunities. In conclusion,
President Department Store's significant influence on Kaohsiung's
economy, citizens' lives, and the urban environment has secured its

lasting place in the hearts of its people.

Keywords : History of Department Stores, President Department Store,
President Department Store Shopping District, Kaohsiung
City, Wu Yao-Ting
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