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Contrapuntal Reading: Rediscovering a Narration
of Puppeteer Ng Chun-hiong

Chen Long-ting *
Abstract

Although the characteristic of folk literature, including collectivity,
orality and variability, sounds very familiar to us, when it comes to
research, we often unconsciously regard it as an alternative writer’s
literature that is equivalent to another kind of work that can be read
directly. The main intention of this article is to think about the possibility
of contrapuntal reading from the perspective of collectiveness and
variability.

The similar themes are presented through different forms of music,
song albums, jokes, puppetry (po-té-hi), etc. Almost every different
media or performance form can be used as an object of study. But for the
practical significance of folk artists, this distinction may only allow us
to see partial scores of each instrumental performance, not all. Judging
from the interpretation practice of folk literature, a single linear text may
be equivalent to the interpretation of a single context, while comparative
reading attempts to analyze its ‘variation’ through horizontal reading
of parallel texts, and can also answer its ‘collective’ nature. These texts
are not just in printed type, many are preserved through audio and video

recordings, fully demonstrating their nature of orality.

*  Professor, Department of Taiwan Culture, Language and Literature, National Taiwan Normal University.
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The research material of this article will be based on the dialogue of
Ng Chun-hiong’s puppet show ‘Liok-Gé-Kiam-Sin-Toan’ (The Legend
of the Six Arts of Sword God) in 1984. First, through horizontal reading
of juxtaposed texts, we not only respond to its ‘collective’ qualities
through comparisons from distant voices, but also analyze its ‘variations’
to understand the source of its creative vitality. Secondly, we return to a
single text context to understand how folk artists play with homophonic
comedy through oral performances. Finally, we can turn around and

rethink the so-called ‘originality’ under the auteur theory.

Keywords : Puppetry, Joke, Sheet, Comedy, Intertexuality
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