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Sea beyond Mountain : Study on the Littoral
Society of Laoquqi during the Qing

Cheng-heng Lu *

Abstract

This article aims to explore the history of Laoquqi during the Qing
period. Laoquqi located between Xianshan and Zhonggang, which were
two important ports in the southern Zhugian. Although there had been
inhabitants along the coast during the Qianlong period, the government
paid attentions on the official route on the top of mountains and
overlooked the coastal area. During the Jiaqing period, the businessmen
and elites from Zhugian proposed to cultivate the mountainous area
beyond the barbarian line, so a pass connecting Laoquqi and Zhuqian
was established. During the Daoguang period, Lin families originally
from Hue’an settled in the littoral area of Laoquqi. Their major
livelihood was various fishing activities, such as fish weir or khan-koo.
To operate these activities, the Lin families purchased the coastal area,
and showed the distribution of maritime/littoral property rights between
villages. After the Xianfeng and during the Guangxu period, due to the
glorious trade in Xianshan port which was not a proper harbor, ships

usually anchored in other places due to the shoal, Laoquqi became
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one of the places for ships to temporarily anchor. The Lin families in
Laoquqi were the intermediaries to conduct smuggle trade because
they understood the shoal as well as their existing connection with the

mountainous area

Keywords - Littoral Society, Regional Society, Zhuqian, Maritime
History
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