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The Evolution of the Transaction System in Taipei
City Vegetable Wholesale Market (1950-1980s)

Hsien-Wei Tseng *
Abstract

With the post-war urbanization and industrialization of Taiwan, the
interdependence between rural and urban areas became increasingly
pronounced, positioning wholesale markets as crucial hubs for
agricultural product distribution. To ensure the efficient operation of
these markets, the government implemented various reforms in response
to changing circumstances. This paper examines the evolution of the
transaction system in the Taipei City Vegetable Wholesale Market,
exploring the interaction between market management policies and the
responses of intermediary traders. It highlights how these dynamics
drove the reforms in transaction systems and elucidates the contributions
and limitations of these changes, as well as the complex interactions

between the government and intermediaries.

Since 1952, the growing population of the Taipei metropolitan
area relied on vegetable supplies from central and southern Taiwan.
Wholesale markets employed negotiated pricing, requiring distant
farmers to entrust intermediary traders for sales. However, the lack

of transparency in pricing and sales volume left farmers' incomes

*  Assistant Professor, Department of History, Soochow University.
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unprotected. During the 1960s, as Taiwan's rice-sugar economy
declined and vegetable cultivation surged, the unfavorable transaction
conditions placed farmers in a disadvantaged position, prompting the
government to reform the agricultural product distribution system. In
1974, the Taipei City Fruit and Vegetable Marketing Company was
established, transitioning the transaction method from negotiated pricing

to auctioning.

This study demonstrates that the changes in wholesale market
transaction systems were closely tied to urban development and
Taiwan's agricultural transformation. The government's reforms
introduced collective marketing, providing farmers with diverse
sales channels, and adopted auction transactions to enhance price
transparency. Additionally, the company facilitated payments to
safeguard farmers' incomes. However, limitations persisted due to
incomplete implementation of grading and packaging systems and
the imperfect competition within the market. For the government,
intermediaries acted as a double-edged sword: while the Fruit and
Vegetable Marketing Company relied on intermediary traders for supply
and sales coordination, collusion among traders to secure their interests

ultimately hindered market operations.

Keywords - Taipei City Vegetable Wholesale Market, Fruit and
Vegetable Marketing Company, Negotiated Pricing,
Auction, Intermediary Traders

103



@ ’\&\ 76 %% 1 #A

104




	封面
	書名頁
	目錄
	出山係海岸：清代塹南老衢崎濱海社會研究／盧正恒
	從議價到拍賣：臺北市蔬菜批發市場交易制度的演變（1950-1980s）／曾獻緯
	臺灣「人間佛教」之相異與互補：印順法師與證嚴法師「菩薩觀」／林建德、釋德晟
	當代臺灣人間佛教：以傳道法師的禪學及其書法藝術為例／邱敏捷
	三十六官將信仰四大系統之官將／白順裕
	王世慶先生的竹塹社研究（1987-1995）／廖志軒
	《臺灣文獻》季刊徵稿
	版權頁
	封底



