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The Differences and Complementarities of ''Humanistic

Buddhism" in Taiwan: A Comparative Exploration

of the Bodhisattva Views between Master Yin Shun
and Master Cheng Yen

Chien-Te Lin * Te-Cheng Shi (Yi-Rung Liao)**
Abstract

In 1963, Master Yin Shun and Master Cheng Yen met by chance and
formed an incredible teacher-disciple relationship, both centered around
the belief in the Bodhisattva path, each contributing profound influences
to the development of Buddhism in different ways. However, how do
we understand the Bodhisattva views of these two masters? This paper
roughly summarizes their relation as differences and complementarities.
Firstly, the preface introduces the transmission of the Bodhisattva
ideals between the teacher and disciple. Secondly, it explores Master
Yin Shun's concept of the "practice of human Bodhisattva" and Master
Cheng Yen's concept of "Bodhisattva in the human realm," both
emphasizing the manifestation of the Bodhisattva path in "Humanistic
Buddhism," stressing the initial practice of Buddhism through
maintaining good intentions and deeds, and highlighting concepts
such as the "Ten Good Deeds" and the idea of entering the Buddhist

path through virtuous conduct. Thirdly, it discusses the differences

*  Distinguished Professor, Institute of Religions and Humanities, Tzu-Chi University.

%% Visiting researcher, Center for the Study of Chinese Religions, National Chengchi University.

138



TN 2R R G AR R T B LR

and complementarities in their interpretations of Bodhisattva practice,
such as their respective preferences for the Prajiia Siitra or the Lotus
Sttra as doctrinal exemplars, and their inclinations towards the ideas
of Emptiness and Buddha nature, indicating that although they differ
in their preferences of Buddhist doctrines, it does not hinder their
equal dedication to the Bodhisattva path for the benefit of others. In
conclusion, it points out that the Mahayana Buddhism symbolized by
the Bodhisattva path is inclusive and accommodating, and that inheriting
from the past and inspiring the future, and innovation and transformation
are inevitable processes. How to borrow from each other's differences
to enhance each other will contribute to the long-term prospects of

Humanistic Buddhism.

Keywords - Humanistic Buddhism, Bodhisattva Path, Master Yin Shun,
Master Cheng Yen, Prajia Siitra, Lotus Sttra, Emptiness,
Buddha Nature
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