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Contemporary Practice of Humanistic Buddhism
in Taiwan: Taking Ven. Chuan-dao's Zen and the
Promotion of Calligraphy Art as an Example

Min-chieh Chiu *
Abstract

Contemporary Taiwanese Buddhism has experienced vigorous
development, gradually shaping its own identity. One of its distinct
characteristics is the proliferation of practitioners and institutions
dedicated to propagating the "Humanistic Buddhism" philosophy
advocated by Master Yin Shun. Among them, a notable figure is Ven.
Chuan-dao, the abbot of Miaoshin Temple in Tainan. He is fervently
engaged in propagating Buddhist teachings, earnestly explaining the
ideas of Master Yin Shun, and actively participating in social endeavors
such as environmental conservation and anti-corruption movements.
To enhance the diverse educational and social functions of Buddhist
institutions, Ven. Chuan-dao focuses on collecting, preserving, and
promoting cultural artifacts, particularly the calligraphy works of
calligrapher Chu Jiu Ying. His efforts in promoting the art of calligraphy
and his involvement in exhibitions have led to him become known as a
"contemporary Bodhisattva in the human realm." This paper discusses

"Ven. Chuan-dao's Zen and Calligraphy Perspectives" and "Ven.

*  Professor of Chinese Language and Literature and Dean of College of Humanities, National University of Tainan.
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Chuan-dao's Promotion of Calligraphy Art," presenting his dedication in
these areas, and aims to serve as a valuable experience in the practice of

Humanistic Buddhism.

Keywords : Humanistic Buddhism, Ven. Chuan-dao, Zen, Calligraphy
Art, Tainan Miaoshin Temple
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