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Heavenly Generals in the Four Major Systems of
the Thirty-six Heavenly Generals Belief

Shun-yu Pai *
Abstract

The thirty-six heavenly generals (hereinafter “36 heavenly
generals”) are the security forces of the supernatural world. Taoism and
academia were the first to study it based on literature. Unfortunately, the
research results are inconsistent with the reality of heavenly generals
belief. To empirically validate, the author probed into 407groups of 36
heavenly generals totems through large-scale temple interviews and
eventually arranged and classified the 36 heavenly generals belief into
four systems: Short Dharani, Journey to the North, Investiture of the
Gods, and Water Margin.

This study only summarizes a part of contents in each section of
“Four Major Systems of the Thirty-six Heavenly Generals Belief” to
clarity the titles, names, and number of heavenly generals specified
in each system text. The heavenly generals of Short Dharani system
originate from the Short Dharani, the Dharani used to “summon 36
heavenly generals.” The heavenly generals of Journey to the North
system originate from Journey to the North. The heavenly generals of

Investiture of the Gods system originate from Investiture of the Gods.

*  Retired History teacher, Nei-Li Junior High School, Taoyuan City.
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The heavenly generals of Water Margin system originate from Water
Margin. The four Dharani or novels all vary with versions, and it will
take a lot of work to compare and proofread them. Among the four
major systems, Short Dharani system is most complicated. Therefore, it

is further classified into two subsystems: Taiwanese and Fujianese.

Keywords : Thirty-six Heavenly Generals, Short Dharani, Journey to
the North, Investiture of the Gods, Water Margin
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